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God has blessed Cedarville through the years and used her to produce men and wom-
en of faith, leaders in their professions, churches, and communities. We welcome you 
back to Cedarville to mark a special time in your life, find old friends, and see how the 
University has grown.
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What does the Bible say 
about experiencing sorrow?
Madeleine Mosher
Arts & Entertainment Co-Editor
David expressed 
deep sorrow in his 
psalms. 
Paul lamented his 
struggle. 
Jesus suffered dread 
in the Garden of 
Gethsemane.
Therefore, Christian, 
when you suffer, do not feel ashamed. 
Don’t believe that, just because you have 
Christ, you must always be happy. 
In Psalm 127, David describes the LORD 
as his “refuge,” where he pours out his 
complaints and tells his trouble, where 
he runs when his spirit faints. 
In II Corinthians 12, Paul describes a 
“thorn” in his flesh that he’s asked God 
to take away three times. 
When Jesus was in the garden before 
the crucifixion, He told His disciples, “My 
soul is very sorrowful, even to death.” 
David was a “man after God’s own 
heart.” Paul was a zealous apostle. 
Jesus is God. 
Sorrow was a part of their lives. It is also 
a part of yours. It does not mean that 
you are ungrateful, or far from the LORD, 
or that you do not have joy in Him. 
It means that you’re human. 
Whatever is causing you pain right now, 
whether it’s depression, a breakup, a 
death, a sin, or anything else internal or 
external, don’t add guilt to your troubles. 
Don’t be ashamed of your sorrow. 
Let it push you closer to Christ, your 
refuge.  Tell Him your trouble. Beg for His 
help. Let Him hold you, heal you, give you 
comfort and strength. 
Remember that He suffered all the 
world’s pain at once, so He knows what 
it feels like. 
Remember that He suffered it all for You, 
and He will save you again.
Just Sayin’ ... Alex Hentschel
Misadventures of Off-Campus Living 
This year, my senior year, I decided to live off campus. Our campus is expanding rapidly and there’s barely enough room, especially for girls — so me and some pals decid-
ed to pay the relatively low rent 
and move to a small blue house 
somewhere in Cedarville (priva-
cy reasons dictate that I won’t 
give you my address — email me 
privately if you want to bring me 
goodies). 
We were so excited, but it’s 
been a definite adventure that 
made me realize we take several 
things for granted in the sweet, 
sweet dorms. 
One of the first nights we got 
there, the windows were left open in the early evening because 
the weather was nice. Some creep took that as an invitation and 
whispered through our window. He disappeared before we were 
able to find him — never to be heard again. A prankster? A secret 
murderer? 
If we disappear, you know what happened. 
I bought a sketchy chair off Facebook Marketplace for $20, 
was so excited, only to find out that it was too wide to fit through 
our door frame. I tried to shove it for 20 minutes, resolved to 
work out more, and gave up.
I also tried to build some small hexagonal shelves for the 
living room, but they ended up squares, and then they ended up 
getting ruined by my inability to use a drill. 
Oops. 
A week or two in, I got really, really sick suddenly — just 
mucus everywhere — and I ran to an urgent care clinic and dis-
covered I had every kind of infection in my respiratory system. I 
realized it was because of my allergies to the mold in my closet, 
where the water heater is. I bleached down the area and now I’m 
all better, but I did resent my closet, water heaters, my lungs and 
damp spaces for a long time. 
Things that have attacked me in the shower include: a 
spider, a moth, my shampoo bottle falling from the narrow shelf 
onto my foot.
 The night of the Labor Day parade, a horse and buggy ran 
down our street in the early morning, causing me to think I was 
delusional for half an hour. 
 There are six of us, so we bought a large deep freezer to 
hold some of our meal prep — and it promptly broke, filling with 
chicken and melted frozen veggies (ew). We all fondly remem-
bered when we complained about Chucks. 
 One of the girls brought me a bed from her home, which was 
so kind! Unfortunately, the slats were too small for the bedframe 
and I didn’t have a box spring. You can probably see where this 
is going ... every morning, I would greet the pitch darkness of my 
windowless closet — or bedroom — sit up, and ker-thunk onto 
the floor as my mattress dropped to the ground. I dealt with this 
every day for a few weeks before someone from our “brother 
house” was kind enough to fix it. 
There are many wonderful things about living off campus 
though — hanging with our bro house, prepping our own meals, 
scavenging for cheap furniture, being able to get milkshakes at all 
hours of the night, having a living room, saving Benjamins, not 
seeing awkward couples in shadowy corners, and transitioning to 
living in an apartment. 
 I’m about ready to say goodbye to the college life, and I’m 
loving living halfway, and the groundwork it’s giving me to get 
ready for independence. All the misadventures have been fun 
... and whatever place I end up after graduation has to be better 
than this one. Right?
Websclusives @ ReadCedars.com
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Promising Puppies: 
What it Takes to Train a Service Dog
by Brianna Saucier
You’ve seen them around campus: the adorable furry animals wearing bright red vests that steal the hearts 
of everyone they meet. 
K9s at the Ville has hosted numerous 
events over the years, including Pause for 
Paws, which takes place during finals to 
de-stress college students with puppy love, 
and Pupperoni Night (now Pawsta Night), 
which combined dinner with furry compan-
ions. The org will also make an appearance 
at the October ALT night. 
K9s at the Ville is a nonprofit organi-
zation on campus that represents the much 
larger organization 4Paws for Ability, a 
global organization that trains dogs to be-
come service animals for children and vet-
erans with disabilities. 4Paws has student 
programs nationwide in almost every state 
and major university.
K9s at the Ville gives students the 
unique opportunity to train service dogs for 
those who struggle with seizures, autism, 
diabetes, hearing disabilities, fetal alco-
hol syndrome or impaired mobility. Anna 
Webner, president of K9s, said this chance 
to make a difference is what inspired her to 
join.
“It was very rewarding to know I was a 
part of that,” Webner said. “It is really cool 
to still hear from [the dogs’ new families] 
after graduation and be able to know that 
the hard work we put in goes towards some-
thing really meaningful.”
There are currently three trainees from 
K9s at the Ville on campus: 4-month-old 
Getty, 8-month-old Elton and 16-month-
old Dundee.
Photo by Macey Wymer
Anna Webner, president of K9s at the Ville, throws the tennis ball for 4-month-old Getty to fetch in the Maddox courtyard.
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Photo by Macey Wymer 
Getty retrieves a tennis ball for Webner, wagging her tail excitedly.
“They are a lot like kids; you have them 
all the time and they’re your responsibility,” 
said volunteer coordinator and super se-
nior Stony Akins. “Sometimes they can be 
stinkers. You have the same conversations 
as you would with a child, like, ‘I told you to 
go to the bathroom before we left!’”
Once the puppies grow up and finish 
their stint at Cedarville, they go on to ad-
vanced training where they get specially 
trained for a child or veteran to handle their 
unique needs. Some may become breeders 
for future service dogs. If one of the dogs 
“flunks” the advanced training, they can be 
adopted by a family or become a therapy or 
emotional support dog instead. 
Being around other students can help 
the dogs adjust to social situations so they 
can build confidence and practice maintain-
ing focus on their owner. As puppies, they 
are taught to ignore distractions so they can 
respond in an emergency.
There are three ways to get involved: 
as a volunteer, sitter or handler. Volunteers 
help with organizing events like Pause for 
Paws and Pawsta Night, and they travel to 
the local 4Paws kennel in Xenia to walk, 
bathe or play with the puppies. K9s at the 
Ville provides weekly rides to the kennel for 
those who do not have their own transpor-
tation. 
A sitter takes care of the dog when its 
handler is not available, such as during a lab 
or soccer practice. Sitters must have volun-
teered with the organization for at least 10 
hours.
Handlers have full-time care of a dog 
during its one- to two-year stay at Cedar-
ville until they are ready for their advanced 
training elsewhere. They take their assigned 
dog everywhere: chapel, class, grocery 
shopping, etc. The more exposure to various 
environments, the more training and confi-
dence the dog gains. Handlers must have at 
least 20 hours of experience with the orga-
nization in other roles before they are eligi-
ble to apply.
At night, the dogs can stay at one of 
the two available units in Maddox with 
their handler or a sitter. There are not yet 
any male dorms to accommodate them, but 
off-campus housing could be used if needed. 
As adorable as the dogs look in their 
uniforms, handlers ask that students re-
member that they are training to save a 
child’s life, and to please not touch or pet 
the dog without asking. Something as sim-
ple as grabbing the dog’s tail without per-
mission can make them nervous or cause 
them to fail their advanced training. 
“You wouldn’t want it happening to 
you, so don’t give the dog a bad experience 
that could hurt them later,” said senior han-
dler Mckenzie Brittenham.
That doesn’t mean all interaction with 
the dogs is off the table, Webner said. It’s 
just important to go about it respectfully.
“Socialization is good for them, we 
want people to interact with them so they 
can be happy and confident around people 
... but we also need people to ask,” Webner 
said. “You can pet them. It just needs to be 
done the right way.” 
Akins maintains focus on the real rea-
son K9s at the Ville exists: While hanging 
out with adorable puppies is amazing, the 
org’s primary purpose is to be a ministry 
to the families who will go on to receive the 
dogs after their time at Cedarville is done.
“Some of the best and most impactful 
ministry I have ever had has been on gradu-
ation day when you are talking to these fam-
ilies,” said Akins. “It’s a really extensive and 
heart-opening opportunity for the families 
and us.”
Both students and faculty are en-
couraged to get involved and email 
k9sattheville@cedarville.edu for when they 
officially start up on September 23.
Brianna Saucier is a junior Psychology 
major. When she’s not being carded by 
Gamestop for looking 15 she enjoys roller 
coasters, photography, “Criminal Minds,” 
and traveling. 
“It is really cool to still hear from [the dogs’ new families] 
after graduation and be able to know that the hard work we put in 
goes towards something really meaningful.” 
Anna Webner, president of K9s at the Ville
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CU Professor Writes Children’s Book 
to Strengthen Their Faith
by Bryson Durst
“God made the world just right so we could know His power and made our hearts just right so 
we could know His goodness.”
That is the message that Dr. Dan De-
Witt hopes to teach children in his new 
book, "Why God? Big Answers About God 
and Why We Believe in Him."
DeWitt, director of Cedarville’s Center 
for Biblical Apologetics and Public Chris-
tianity and associate professor of Applied 
Theology and Apologetics, wrote this book 
to help children better understand the ques-
tion: how can we be sure that God exists?  
According to DeWitt, "Why God?" 
focuses on various arguments for the exis-
tence of God, including, “the argument from 
first cause, design and the moral argument.” 
The goal is to equip children so they can be 
sure of both what they believe and why they 
believe it in the face of arguments against 
Christianity. 
The story is centered around two young 
siblings, Thomas and Hope. They realize 
that Richard, one of their friends, doubts 
that God exists. The siblings believe in God, 
and they go home to discuss the existence 
of God with their mom. In DeWitt’s words, 
the kids are on a “search for big answers.” 
Throughout the book, the mom seeks to 
give her children these answers, providing 
them with examples that demonstrate God 
is real.
This isn’t DeWitt’s first children’s 
book; last year in chapel he shared from his 
book "The Friend Who Forgives," which is 
about Jesus’ conversation with Peter in 
John 21. 
DeWitt was inspired to start writing 
children’s books, and "Why God?" in par-
ticular, after watching an interview with 
the prominent atheist Richard Dawkins. 
DeWitt said that in the interview, Dawkins 
made the claim that “some ‘stupid people’ 
teach their kids that God made the world,” 
and that he would write a children’s book 
discussing, in DeWitt’s words, “a scientific 
[atheistic] view of the world.”
DeWitt continued, “I remember think-
ing, if I get the opportunity, I want to write 
books that help young people think about 
such claims from a biblical worldview.” His 
primary goal is that the readers, children 
and parents alike, “are encouraged about 
how the entire world points to God.” 
The process itself was complex. In ad-
dition to DeWitt and the illustrator, it in-
volved “a full-time editor, but also a number 
of people with considerable experience in 
teaching children, picking apart every word 
and every illustration.”
It was important that everything was 
phrased in a way that would be under-
standable to a young audience, especially 
the various philosophical concepts used to 
demonstrate God’s existence. DeWitt de-
voted a lot of time experimenting with how 
to explain those big concepts while keeping 
the story memorable and interesting.
"Some might think it would be signifi-
cantly easier to write for children, but that 
hasn’t been my experience," DeWitt said. 
"I wrote my first children’s book about ten 
times before we felt that we had something 
worthy of moving forward with editing.” 
DeWitt emphasized that in children’s 
picture books “you should only say with 
words what cannot be said with pictures.” 
DeWitt believes that these books need both 
a strong illustrator and a writer who can 
succinctly and clearly communicate with 
the young audience. 
"Why God?" is the second of DeWitt’s 
children’s books, but it may not be his last. 
Though the work on "Why God?" is over, 
DeWitt hopes to write more children’s 
books in the "Why...?" series in the future. 
Bryson Durst is a sophomore in the Acceler-
ated B.A. + MDiv program. He enjoys the-
ology, history, playing strategy games with 
friends, and anything "Star Wars" related.
Photo by Lauren Jacobs 
Dan DeWitt's second children's book explains complex philosophical arguments for 
the existence of God in a compelling story and straightforward language for children to 
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Maddox Welcomes New Resident Director
by Breanna Beers
Brianna Ackerman, an Ohio native with a passion for discipleship, is ex-cited to pour into 230 college women 
in what she calls her “dream job” as resident 
director in Maddox.
However, Cedarville University was 
not originally part of Ackerman’s plan. She 
moved here in 2016 when she married her 
husband, Daniel Ackerman, a Masters of 
Divinity student at Cedarville. The move 
required her to leave her family and friends 
in her hometown of Wooster and give up 
her job with a nonprofit organization that 
provides domestic violence and addiction 
services. 
“I was a little reluctant at first — to 
move, not to be married,” she said with a 
laugh. 
After working as a personal banker for 
a year, Ackerman was hired as the admin-
istrative assistant in Cedarville Department 
of History and Government in October 
2017. She loved this role, relishing her in-
teractions with students both as a part of 
her work and outside of it. Over the next 
two years, she became a friend and mentor 
to several female students.
When her husband joined Discipleship 
Council that fall, she did too, despite not be-
ing a student. Together, they established a 
small group for married students and their 
spouses called Tied and True. The group 
arose organically, Ackerman said, from the 
need she saw on campus as the spouse of a 
student herself.
“There are a lot of resources before 
you’re married here, and then you get mar-
ried and you’re kind of banished to married 
housing and you have to figure everything 
out on your own,” Ackerman said.
The men’s and women’s small groups 
meet separately every week, coming togeth-
er for a panel discussion once a month. This 
venue provides young husbands and wives 
the chance to process through the challeng-
es and blessings of married student life with 
others experiencing the same things. For 
spouses of students, who are only in Cedar-
ville temporarily, Tied and True provides 
community in an often difficult transitory 
season.
“It can be very easy to be married and 
be isolated,” Ackerman said. “You’re off 
campus, and it’s harder to get connected to 
things and be involved in things, but your 
marriage is way sweeter with a solid com-
munity … of not just married people, not 
just single people, but a wide variety of dif-
ferent circles.”
Over the last two years, the women’s 
group has tripled in size from 8 to 25. In-
terested students can register for Tied and 
True this year at cedarville.edu.
While initially hesitant, Ackerman ap-
plied for the Maddox RD position with en-
couragement from Daniel and her friends, 
who saw Ackerman’s passion for disciple-
ship.
“The things I was filling my time with 
outside of work are now my actual job,” 
Ackerman said. “It’s just a privilege to be 
able to have those conversations and be 
trusted with some of those things.”
While her new role requires her to 
mostly pass the torch of Tied and True on 
to some new leaders, Ackerman looks back 
at her time with Discipleship Ministries as 
formative for her new position as resident 
director.
“So much of what I know about disci-
pleship and reading Scripture is from that 
season,” Ackerman said. “It was always 
sweet for me to be in the Word, but there 
was just increasing sweetness after that sea-
son of being with those people.”
Discipleship Council cultivated a de-
pendence on God that has been magnified 
as she moved into her new role.
Ackerman said discipleship requires 
us to recognize that we are not the ones in 
control. It is the Holy Spirit who sanctifies, 
she said; our role is only to pray and to serve 
faithfully.
Ackerman said her goal for this year 
comes from Colossians 1:28-29. She prays 
that Maddox will be a place where residents 
can grow together in the gospel.
 “My hope is that we will all proclaim 
Christ to one another and that we will ma-
ture in Him day by day in this sweet com-
munity,” Ackerman said.
Breanna Beers is a junior Molecular and 
Cellular Biology major and the Campus 
News editor for Cedars. She loves exercis-
ing curiosity, hiking new trails, and quot-
ing “The Princess Bride” whether it’s rele-
vant or not.
Photo by Lauren Jacobs
“Being a resident director is such a unique ministry opportunity,” Brianna Ackerman said. 
“Cedarville’s discipleship-oriented approach to this position makes it a dream job for me and 
my hope is that we will all grow in our love of God as we pursue maturity in Christ together.”
by Chloie Benton 
On Aug. 4, the Dayton community fell to its knees after Ohio’s largest mass shooting claimed the lives 
of nine people and injured 27 others. The 
24-year-old gunman entered the popular 
Oregon District early Sunday morning with 
an AR-15-style assault rifle and a 100-round 
drum magazine. He fired for 32 seconds, 
killing nine, including his sister, Megan, 
before the police shot and killed him in the 
doorway of a packed bar. 
Rose Tyler, a Dayton resident and 
friend of the shooter’s sister, was shocked 
when she learned of the shooting in her 
hometown and grief-stricken when she 
learned of Megan’s death. Tyler  remembers 
Megan as “hilariously funny and very kind” 
and wants to honor her  legacy by not living 
in fear. 
Tyler encourages the Dayton commu-
nity to move forward by “reawakening our 
sense of community. It is incredibly easy to 
disconnect from one another, and at this 
time we need to realize everyone is suffer-
ing together. We can find hope in the love 
and support which is emerging in the wake 
of tragedy.” 
Dayton has already taken the first 
steps on the road to recovery. A tragedy 
fund for Oregon District victims and their 
families was set up by the Dayton Founda-
tion, and money quickly began pouring in.
Days after the shooting, “Dayton 
Strong” T-shirts were produced and sold 
by Heart Mercantile, a gift shop located in 
the Oregon District, with all proceeds go-
ing toward the Oregon District fund. Other 
stores joined in, selling various gift para-
phernalia and donating proceeds. 
Immediately following the shooting, 
Dave Chapelle, the famous comedian who 
lives in Yellow Springs, initiated “Gem City 
Shine,” a benefit concert in the Oregon 
District focused on remembering the vic-
tims and restoring joy in the grieving com-
munity. Chapelle was joined by Chance the 
Rapper, Stevie Wonder, Talib Kweli and 
other artists to bring light into the grieving 
city. 
The crowd was a blend of emotions, but 
amidst tears Dayton experienced the power 
of community as 20,000 people gathered to 
heal through the power of music. Oregon 
District restaurants opened and welcomed 
customers, reporting overwhelming and 
heartwarming love and support. The con-
cert raised almost $70,000 for the Oregon 
District fund, which has now reached over 
$2.5 million. 
Almost a month after the tragedy, Ore-
gon District streets are reminiscent and re-
spectful of victims and their families. “Day-
ton Strong” signs are plastered on brick 
buildings, hung from fences, and written in 
chalk on the sidewalk. Pink, yellow and blue 
crocheted blankets are wrapped around 
light poles with encouraging notes attached. 
Window panes are covered in multicolored 
sticky notes, with handwritten affirmations 
and encouragement for readers to live well 
and love others deeply. 
One rain-warped post-it reads “The 
world would be a better place if there were 
more people like you,” and another: “You 
can inspire others.” 
They are collectively signed with the 
quote “we rise by lifting others everyday,” 
a motto which has been adopted by Oregon 
District residents. Shops and restaurants 
exhibit signs encouraging passers-by to stay 
strong and support Dayton in the midst of 
pain. Other notes are made out to the Day-
ton Police, thanking them for their coura-
geous service. 
Undoubtedly the most touching work 
gracing the street is a memorial to the vic-
tims found in a small alcove of an empty 
store. A charcoal artwork displays the faces 
of the individuals who lost their lives. “We 
Will Never Forget” and “Dayton Strong” are 
written around the faces. Yellow and white 
roses surround the memorial as well as star 
ornaments and post-it notes. 
Moving forward from the tragedy will 
be difficult, but Oregon District residents 
are not willing to give up. A joyful resi-
dent has spent his weekends dressing up as 
Spider-Man and standing in front of Oregon 
District stores, high-fiving kids and posing 
for pictures.
His goal is to help Dayton recover by 
“showing a lot of love, supporting the Dis-
trict, and making people smile despite the 
tragedy.” 
Chloie Benton is a senior Cedarville Uni-
versity student and an Off-Campus writer 
for Cedars.
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Dayton Strong:  
Recovery in the Wake of Mass Shooting
Photo by Chloie Benton
Dayton citizens are free to write encouraging notes to the city on this display in the wake of tragedy.
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OFF-CAMPUS
Living the Dream 
by Breanna Beers
“Nobody told me about the weather,” exclaimed Car-los Martinez, the owner and 
founder of Lola’s Mexican Restaurant, set 
to open on Cedarville’s Main Street in the 
coming weeks.
While regrettable compared to the 
year-round 65-85 degrees of his hometown 
of Degollado Jalisco, Mexico, dealing with 
Ohio snow was the least of the obstacles in 
Carlos’ way as he pursued his lifelong dream 
of owning his own restaurant. 
When his uncle suggested Carlos join 
him in Ohio, Carlos was reluctant. He even-
tually agreed to give it a try for six months 
and see how things worked out. Nearly a 
decade later, he’s still here, despite the diffi-
culty of the transition. In unison, Carlos and 
his brother, Pedro, identify the biggest chal-
lenge of those early days: “Language.”
Pedro described how he used go to 
McDonald’s, and every time order the only 
thing he knew how to say: “Number one.” 
The brothers laughed over Carlos’ story of 
purchasing the wrong milk for their uncle’s 
restaurant, and secretly throwing it away to 
buy the new one instead of attempting to 
exchange it. 
Carlos’ and Pedro’s extended family 
owns several Mexican restaurants scattered 
around Ohio. It was at one of these that Car-
los began working as a dishwasher when he 
first came to the U.S. 
“I didn’t like it,” Carlos said. “I thought, 
this is not for me. I can’t tell my friends, ‘I 
am a dishwasher!’ I need to be something 
else, at least a waiter or something.”
He began cleaning tables and getting 
drinks. One night, his uncle pointed to a 
cluster of tables: “You see those four ta-
bles?” he said. “Those are yours.”
Carlos nearly panicked — but he did it. 
And after that, his uncle kept asking him to 
wait tables on busy nights.
“Every single Friday I was so scared, so 
nervous,” Carlos remembered, smiling. “I 
thought, ‘Oh no, it’s almost Friday again!’ 
But that’s the way you learn. It pushed me 
to do it.”
Carlos worked at his uncle’s restaurant 
for the next eight years, during which he met 
his wife, Paulina, on a trip back to Mexico, 
brought her to the U.S., and had two chil-
dren, now ages 4 and 2. During that time, 
his dream to own his own restaurant only 
grew, until he finally had to tell his family 
he was leaving.
“We decided to not work for every-
body’s dream,” Carlos said. “We needed to 
work for my dream, for [Pedro’s] dream … 
And now that dream is coming true.”
After nervously telling the family and 
gratefully receiving their support, Carlos, 
Paulina, Pedro, their sister Ruby and her 
boyfriend Juan began to look for a build-
ing that could house their new restaurant. 
They focused the hunt near their home in 
Hillsboro, even driving out to Cincinnati in 
search of available locations, but to no avail.
It was Paulina who found the former 
home of Main Street Station in Cedarville, 
which had been vacant for over two years. 
Carlos was reluctant, as it would mean the 
family would have to move, but he agreed to 
drive up and take a look. 
“We fell in love,” Carlos said, smiling.
The small town was perfect for raising 
their kids with a good school and friendly 
community. Carlos was impressed by the 
number of people he saw walking or riding 
bicycles around town. He began driving to 
Cedarville on his day off every week until he 
was able to make the move.
Once they found the building, they had 
to get it ready. After being empty for two 
years, it took nearly two months to clean 
and paint, both inside and outside. Now, 
however, they are only waiting on the final 
inspections, and anticipate opening within 
the next week or two.
The menu took nearly three months to 
develop, and includes a wide variety of tra-
ditional Mexican dishes. Some recipes are 
original to Lola’s; others come from Carlos’ 
parents, mother-in-law, uncles and grand-
parents. All are inspired by his hometown 
of Degollado.
“We grew up on a pig farm, so my fam-
ily knows how to cook pork,” Carlos said. “I 
have too many favorites.”
The names of many dishes are a tribute 
to the close ties of his family. Abuelo’s Bur-
ritos are named after his grandfather, who 
loved guacamole; Carlos’ father used to be 
called Don Carlos (a term of respect) by the 
people of the town, leading to the Don Car-
nitas; Leo’s Tacos are named after an uncle 
who Carlos and Pedro remember fondly.
“He was always so nice with us,” Carlos 
remembers. “Every time we would hang out 
with him, he would say, ‘Eat whatever you 
want, don’t pay for anything.’ We always re-
membered that. I was talking with my fam-
ily about it last night, and they’re going to 
give me his recipe for the tacos. When I told 
his family, they almost cried.”
When asked if he misses Mexico, Carlos 
fell quiet for a moment.
“Every day,” he said. “Every day.”
Family is everything to the Martinezes. 
To Carlos, it’s what made all of this worth it. 
Carlos expressed how grateful he is to have 
them here with him in Cedarville as his long 
plans finally come to fruition.
“That’s why I came to this country, 
looking for something better,” he said. 
“Something better for my family. It was a 
long process. This is a challenge for me. This 
is something different. It’s going to be really 
exciting. I’m really, really, really happy to do 
it, and I’m really happy to have my family 
to do it with me. The people from this town 
have supported me a lot. How can I explain 
it? I don’t know. I don’t have the words to 
explain it. It’s just one of my dreams.”
Located at 19 S Main St., across the 
street from Hearthstone Inn, Lola’s will be 
open from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 11 p.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday and closed on Sunday.
Breanna Beers is a junior Molecular and 
Cellular Biology major and the Campus 
News editor for Cedars. She loves exercising 
curiosity, hiking new trails, and quoting The 
Princess Bride whether it’s relevant or not.
Photo by Lauren Jacobs
The owners hope Lola’s will be open for business within a few weeks. The official 
announcement will be posted on Facebook and Instagram. 
Lola’s Mexican Restaurant soon to open on Main Street
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The Freedom Dividend
Ramifications of the #YangGang’s Support for Universal Basic Income
by Alex Hentschel
A guaranteed stipend each month to meet basic needs and make ends meet, guaran-teed for all citizens regardless of employment status? That’s the vision encapsulated in the term “universal basic income,” popularized by presidential hopeful Andrew 
Yang of the Democratic party. 
Universal basic income (UBI) is a type of social security that guarantees a certain 
amount of money to every citizen within a given governed population, without having to 
pass a test or fulfill a work requirement. This policy would replace most welfare programs 
in the name of efficiency and “human rights capitalism.”
Yang is a political outsider, a savvy entrepreneur whose marketing includes hats with 
the slogan MATH (“Make America Think Harder”). His campaign began as a long-shot but 
has gained traction. According to RealClearPolitics, Yang is polling better than several of 
his establishment competitors.
Yang has termed his specific UBI recommendation “The Freedom Dividend” — defined 
on his campaign website as a set of guaranteed payments of $1,000 per month, or $12,000 
per year, to all U.S. citizens over the age of 18 — “no questions asked.” His main reason for 
its implementation? Automation.
Oxford UK reports that over 47% of U.S. jobs are in a “high-risk” category for being 
fully automated in the next 10-20 years, and by 2015, automation had replaced four million 
manufacturing jobs. Yang’s campaign website, yang2020.com, puts it succinctly: 
“Truck driving alone is the most common job in twenty-nine states with 3.5 million 
drivers – 94% of them male – and an additional 12 million workers supporting them in 
truck stops and motels across the country. What happens when the trucks start to drive 
themselves? ... We are experiencing the greatest economic and technological shift in human 
history, and our institutions can’t keep up.” 
The Freedom Dividend is Yang’s proposal to help America ride the transition through 
the automation wave without significant damage to the economy.
Perhaps wishing to spare himself from the vitriol Bernie Sanders received after ad-
vocating for free college tuition, Yang’s website includes a lengthy question-and-answer 
section which provides answers for nearly every possible objection to the Freedom Divi-
dend. Questions such as “Won’t people just spend money on dumb things like drugs and 
alcohol?”; “I don’t see robots, isn’t this early?”; and “Isn’t this Communism/Socialism?” are 
answered with links to sociological studies, clear policy initiatives, and quick talking points. 
Is this a post-modern liberalist pipe dream with no basis in reality? Actually, UBI as a 
policy proposal has been around for a while — as a conservative policy proposal in the vein of 
limited government. It dates back to the free-market economist Milton Friedman, who argued 
for “negative taxation” whereby the state would pay each of its constituents a predetermined 
amount of money each month. Friedman argued that if basic needs are met, citizens would be 
more likely to contribute to society in the form of charity and social work without being stressed 
about making ends meet, resulting in a reduction in crime and less governmental taxation. 
UBI is not without its detractors, who are alarmed at the Freedom Dividend’s price tag 
of $2.8 trillion dollars per annum, noting that the country would plunge further into debt 
and taxes would rise substantially after its implementation. Conservative economists often 
argue that while incentives work, handouts do not, and the idea of “free money” has the po-
tential to disincentivize work. There is also the tricky business that the money is guaranteed 
to every American, not just the ones who need it, meaning that the tax burden to sustain 
UBI will be felt more heavily on the lower- to middle-socioeconomic classes and the wealthy 
will receive a needless cash bonus. 
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 
Andrew Yang talking about urban entrepreneurship at Techonomy Conference 2015 in Detroit.
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Has UBI ever been tried? 
The theory was tried with success in Dauphin, Canada, in the 1980s, seeing increased 
income security and higher rates of education. Right now, Stockton, California, is con-
ducting an experiment in UBI. The city launched the Stockton Economic Empowerment 
Demonstration, whereby 125 people who live in census tracts at or below the city’s median 
household income receive $500 on a debit card on the 15th of each month. TIME Magazine 
profiled one of its recipients, who mentioned feeling “empowered” at being able to choose 
how she spends the money received. Over time, the benefits or detriments of the system 
will become clear.
With the thick of campaign season fast approaching, voters should pay significant at-
tention to Yang. If implemented, his ideas will change the structure of our nation’s welfare 
system and revolutionize America’s approach to labor.
Alex Hentschel is a senior International Studies and Spanish double major and the 
Off-Campus News Editor for Cedars. She enjoys sociology, black coffee, and honest de-
bate, preferably all at once.
UBI does not reflect the fact that work is a  
gift from God, created for us by God before the 
Fall, that we should steward His garden.  
To become who God has called us to be, we  
are to serve others through effective stewardship 
of others, and working in the market is a primary 
way to do that in our economy.
Dr. Jeff Haymond, Dean and Professor  
of Economics
UBI is an interesting solution  
in search of a problem.
Alexander Kidd,  
sophomore Economics major
Universal basic income ... historically,  
and statistically brings about substantive  
social benefits and helps us to deal with an  
increasingly automated workforce.
Silas La Borde, debate captain, senior Global  
Business major
UBI is designed with good goals in mind,  
but is a very expensive proposal that relies on the  
assumption that the tech companies of the future will be located in the 
United States, and able to pay the necessary taxes to fund all 330 million 
(and growing) American citizens at the very least, $12,000/year. Moreover, 
at this stage, UBI test pilots are limited, so we do not know how large 
numbers of people will react to “free” money — it  
has the potential to disincentivize work. 
Dr. Glen Duerr, Ph.D., Associate Professor  
of International Studies
There is no evidence that UBI causes people to  
quit working or waste money on drugs and alcohol. In  
fact, dozens of case studies have actually shown the opposite 
with reduced school dropout rates, improved health and no 
reductions in working hours seen in places where UBI has been 
adopted ... [it] is an attempt to address a growing problem  
which is likely to develop into a full-blown crisis if  
measures are not taken to address it soon.
Timothy Mattackal, CU alumni, Assistant Auditor of State for Ohio
FOR
AGAINST
NEUTRAL
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Yellow Jackets Aim High Despite Loss of Leadership
by Tim Smith
Cedarville Men Poised for Success
Last season left the Yellow Jackets 
within one game of the G-MAC champion-
ship, losing to Ohio Valley 2-1 in a semifinal 
match. Though the outcome was not what 
the team hoped, the 2018 season was posi-
tive. The Jackets finished 11-6-2 overall and 
were ranked second going into the G-MAC 
tournament. The Jackets ranked fourth 
overall in goals scored (35) and had the sec-
ond lowest amount of goals scored against 
(16).
“We started off slow,” said head coach 
Brett Faro. “It took us about a month to 
come together. But last season turned into 
a great year for us.”
Faro said he was proud of how the men 
finished the season, positioning themselves 
in prime placement for success.
“The fact that we were in the position 
to win the regular season with one game 
left was great for our guys. We played re-
ally well down the stretch and it showed,” 
Faro said.
But it’s a new season, and the 2019 year 
will bring along its own successes and its 
own struggles.
Replacing Core Leadership
A huge factor in the Jackets’ success 
last year was their core senior leaders on 
the team. They were the ones that caused 
the team to mesh despite boasting a starting 
roster of primarily young players. Faro said 
that is something that needs to repeat if the 
men want to succeed this year.
“A lot of our focus this offseason, with 
the loss of eight or nine senior leaders, was 
focusing on where guys need to be on the 
field, where the on-field leadership is going 
to come from,” Faro said.
As he has seen so far, the new seniors 
appear to be taking the leadership roles and 
running with them.
“We have a great group of five seniors 
this year, and they have done an awesome 
job of leading this team and setting the tone 
on the field,” Faro said. “Every day we learn 
more and more of what this team is going to 
look like and where each piece is going to fit.”
Defense, Defense, Defense
Along with team dynamics, the Jackets’ 
defense is a big focus of the team this year. 
“Coach Faro has put a lot of empha-
sis on defense this preseason,” said soph-
omore Sammy Kilimann. “We have really 
focused on putting in the extra effort on the 
field in order to make your teammate’s job 
easier.”
Sophomore Jonny Stephens echoed 
this point, adding that each player has also 
focused on improving as an individual as 
well.
“I want to make the most of each prac-
tice so I can leave knowing I got better. As a 
team, we need to use our talents to push one 
another in training, and in everyday life so 
that we can strive to become better soccer 
players and men,” Stephens said.
Championship on the Rise?
On the soccer pitch, the team has 
one ultimate goal, and it is a common one 
among all sports teams: Win a national title.
“We have the ability to do it,” Faro said. 
“We got close to the national tournament 
last year, and the beauty of a tourney is that 
anything can happen. So we keep working 
towards that goal every day.”
Kilimann and Stephens agreed fully 
with their head coach.
“We know we can compete with good 
teams and we’re hoping to win our confer-
ence and make it to the NCAA national tour-
nament,” said Stephens.
“We want to go to the national tour-
nament and perform well on the national 
stage,” Kilimann added.
As important as championships are to 
these men, they all agreed that their soccer 
careers are focused on something this world 
cannot offer.
“We all have the same goal in mind, but 
every now and again we need to give each 
other reminders of why we play,” Stephens 
said. “We play for Him. We want to use our 
gifts and abilities to glorify God.”
Faro sees this goal as much greater 
than anything the win column can show.
“I want these guys to not just improve 
as soccer players, but also mature as Godly 
men,” Faro said. “We must remember why 
we play: for the glory of God.”
Tim Smith is a sophomore Biblical Studies 
major and staff writer for Cedars. He loves 
football, 3 Musketeers candy and primarily 
speaking in movie quotes.
Photo by Scott Huck
The Yellow Jackets enter the 2019 season looking to finish in the top of the G-MAC.
Photo by Carrie Bergan
The Yellow Jackets lose leadership but still eye national attention this season. 
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Lady Jackets Look to Retain Momentum From 2018
by Tim Miller
Last season, the Cedarville Lady Jack-et volleyball team entered its season with no time to acclimate to first-year 
and late-hired head coach Greg Smith. As a 
result, the team struggled to start, sputter-
ing to a 1-9 record.
However, by the end of the season, the 
Lady Jackets were one of the hottest teams 
in the G-MAC, finishing the regular season 
with an 11-6 record, including five straight 
victories to close it.
Smith said having a full offseason with 
his team will further prime them for a bet-
ter campaign this year. He said he thinks 
the Lady Jackets are in a different place this 
season, with his team feeling more comfort-
able and raising their level of play.
“Last year, going into the season, we 
didn’t get together until August,” Smith 
said. “There was so much learning going on. 
It wasn’t until the middle part of the season 
that we hit our stride.”
This season, with an entire offseason 
to improve and work out kinks in strategy, 
the Lady Jackets have the chance to come 
out of the gates on fire. Further, Cedarville 
lost just three key contributors from a sea-
son ago and added a transfer to take over 
as libero.
Enter sophomore libero Emily Ward, 
who appeared in 18 matches with Division 
II Auburn-Montgomery last season as a 
freshman. Ward joins the Lady Jackets for 
the 2019 season and says she knew she was 
going to transfer to Cedarville before even 
getting out of her car on her visit.
“I wanted to be back in a Christian 
community,” Ward said. “I didn’t want to go 
to a Christian school with just a label on it. 
Meeting the girls here and the coach, I knew 
I was going to end up here.”
With Ward joining an already experi-
enced core of Lady Jackets, Cedarville has 
the potential to enter 2019 with the momen-
tum they had to end 2018. Further helping 
the Lady Jackets is the Cedarville Yellow 
Jacket Invite, which allowed Cedarville to 
open the season at home for the first time 
since 2010. Previously, the Lady Jackets 
played in invitationals across the Midwest 
that forced them to play away from Callan 
until the end of September, or in some cas-
es, not until October.
Smith said the invite can allow Cedar-
ville to get in a groove and give the team 
a sense of normalcy before they head out 
from Cedarville for the rest of the month.
“Our fans are awesome and being able 
to play in front of them is huge,” Smith said. 
“It’s going to be good and it’s going to be fun 
since we haven’t been home in the past to 
start the year.”
The grind away from home begins in 
the second weekend of September and lasts 
for over a month. Cedarville will be the vis-
itors in 11 straight matches, including four 
straight away G-MAC tilts. The Lady Jack-
ets return home for a G-MAC home opener 
against Findlay on Oct. 11.
Returning from last year is junior mid-
dle hitter Lauren Willow, who starred for 
the Lady Jackets last season. The all-confer-
ence performer finished fifth in the confer-
ence in blocks and had the most kills among 
Lady Jackets returning to the 2019 roster.
Smith said last year that Willow is ca-
pable of nabbing all-region awards, and this 
season may be the year for her. However, 
Willow said she’s more focused on winning 
awards for players around her than for her-
self.
“I know those awards are based not on 
myself but on the team and I’m hoping to 
get some more girls some G-MAC awards 
this year,” Willow said.
Right behind Willow is sophomore out-
side hitter Sara Beste, who had 165 kills and 
worked her way into more playing time as 
her freshman year went on last season.
Junior Sierra Schuitema brings her 
1,671 assists and 527 digs to the 2019 cam-
paign. She’s played in every match but two 
in her career at Cedarville, and her durabil-
ity, experience and athleticism will likely be 
leaned on again this year.
Both Smith and his players echo the 
mantra that they want to get better daily, 
rather than focusing on season-long goals 
and milestones. Regardless, Smith wants to 
see his program continue to grow and turn 
into the premier Division II powerhouse it 
once was.
“We want to be one of the very best 
teams in the country,” Smith said. “I don’t 
know how long it will take to get there, but 
that’s what we’re striving for. We have to get 
better day after day after day.”
Tim Miller is a senior Marketing major and 
Sports editor for Cedars. He enjoys hav-
ing a baby face, knowing too much about 
health insurance, and striving to perfect 
the optimal combination of Dwight Schrute 
and Ron Swanson.
Photo by Scott Huck
This year’s women’s volleyball team is led by second-year head coach Greg Smith. 
Photo by Carrie Bergan
The Lady Jackets opened their season at home on Sept. 6.
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Women’s Soccer Looks to Returning Players in 2019
by Abby Hintz
The Cedarville women’s soccer team is coming into 2019 with a mature squad that aims to have a dom-inant season despite a tough schedule. The Lady 
Jackets are coming into the season with high expectations 
after suffering a quick tournament exit and an overall medi-
ocre season last year.
The Jackets open their season against two preseason 
top-25 teams and two that have made appearances in the 
national tournament.  Head coach Jonathan Meade said the 
team’s first two weeks hold “no fluff.”
Conference play will prove to be just as challenging for 
the team. The G-MAC preseason poll ranked Walsh, Findlay 
and Trevecca at the top three spots respectively. Cedarville 
found itself ranked fifth in the poll, but Meade and his team 
recognize that anyone in the conference could pull off a win 
on any night.
“We definitely keep an eye on anyone that’s up next,” 
he said. “On any given day, if you show up and you’re look-
ing past anybody you can for sure get beat.”
After those first four non-conference games, the rest of 
the Jackets’ season is against G-MAC opponents. 
Meade is looking to improve the team’s attacking from 
a year ago. The Jackets played eight games that were decid-
ed by one goal last year, and they only won three of those 
eight games.
The team is also looking to build on defensive focus-
es they developed last year to become a more well-rounded 
team.
Meade put it simply, saying, “We need to score more 
goals.”
This is doable because the team is made up of only 
eight new players. Led by four seniors and numerous other 
returners, they avoid the struggle of rebuilding a new team. 
For the most part, they are simply building on skills learned 
last season.
This 2019 roster will be led especially by the four se-
niors, Hannah Atkinson, Emma Conway, Allison Garlock 
and Bex Velloney. The Jackets will also look to sophomore 
forward Olivia Hoffman to continue her impressive cam-
paign, as well as junior defender Delight Williams.
Atkinson led the team last season, starting in every 
game and scoring nine goals. The forward had a quality 
shot percentage of .231. Garlock will look to lead the defense 
again this year, building on her impressive performance last 
season in which she had 42 saves and only allowed 14 goals. 
Hoffman saw time in all games last season, contributing 
four goals and two assists.
Atkinson said she is encouraged by how preseason 
played out. She said her team is putting an emphasis on tak-
ing their communication and level of play to the next level 
considering they have so many upperclassmen. 
“We’re really excited for this team,” she said. “I think 
the team just feels really connected, really united this year, 
so that’s super exciting. We have a lot more returners then 
we’ve had in previous years.”
The Lady Jackets are hoping to give fans an exciting, 
experience with their performance on the pitch.
Meade said, “I hope that [fans] will see a fun and at-
tractive style of play that’s exciting to watch, and that they 
can come out and watch a team that is playing with integrity 
and a team that is not like every other team that they might 
see out there competing.”
This season and this team in particular hold some sen-
timental value for Meade. Meade’s first season with the 
Jackets was also the first season for the now seniors on the 
team.
“There’s that special bond of the fact that I was a fresh-
man myself when [the seniors] were freshmen in this pro-
gram, and so it’s been nice over the past three years getting 
to know them better and seeing them grow,” said Meade. 
“For this year, I want to see them all stay healthy. I want to 
see them all compete at a high level. When they’re done, I 
just want them to feel like, ‘I put my very best into this last 
season and I have no regrets.’”
Meade has found success in his first three seasons 
with the Jackets, with a record of 27-24-3. The Jackets 
have appeared in the G-MAC Tournament every year un-
der Meade, and they will look to continue that in the 2019 
season. 
Jackets fans will have eight chances to see their team at 
home this season. Some must-see games include Oct. 5 vs. 
Alderson Broaddus, which is the homecoming game, and 
Nov. 2 vs. Kentucky Wesleyan, which is Senior Day. The 
Lady Jackets also host two-time defending G-MAC champi-
on Ohio Valley on Oct. 3. 
Abigail Hintz is a sophomore Journalism major and Digi-
tal Editor for Cedars. She loves reading, playing Spikeball 
with her friends and watching soccer 24/7.
Photo by Scott Huck
This year’s women’s soccer team is led by Coach Jonathan Meade and features four seniors.
Photo by Carrie Bergan
The team gathers around Coach Meade before practice.
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Cedarville Secures Three Division I Exhibitions
by Tim Miller
Fresh off a 2019 season that ended with a NCCAA Divi-sion I National Championship banner, the Cedarville University men’s basketball team will surge into this 
season with three exhibitions against NCAA Division I pro-
grams. The Yellow Jackets will travel to Valparaiso, Ohio 
State, and Dayton on Oct. 19, Oct. 30 and Nov. 2.
Head coach Pat Estepp said he has been in contact with 
Dayton and Ohio State for exhibitions since he took over the 
program in 2008. While in past years the timing hasn’t been 
right, this season Cedarville struck gold by scheduling two of 
the strongest basketball programs in the Midwest.
“We’re appreciative that they give us these games, be-
cause they don’t have to,” Estepp said. “The help, financial-
ly, is a big deal. Division I exhibition games are really hard 
to get.”
Ohio State returned to the NCAA Tournament last sea-
son thanks in part to a red-hot 12-1 start to the season. The 
Buckeyes were ranked throughout the season and made it 
to the Round of 32 before being ousted by Houston, who 
finished No. 12 in the final coaches poll last season. The 
Buckeyes added three top-50 national recruits this season.
Dayton eclipsed 20 games won for the fifth time in 
the past six years last season. The Flyers finished third in 
the Atlantic 10 Conference and lost to eventual conference 
champion St. Louis in the conference tournament. It will be 
the first meeting between the two schools since the 1949-50 
season, and they’ve matched up 28 times in total.
Valparaiso is a true mid-major in the Missouri Valley 
Conference, and finished 15-18 last season. The Crusaders 
lose just one senior heading into the new season.
The first scrimmage will likely be the Yellow Jackets’ 
best chance of victory. However, the biggest draw to Valpo 
for Estepp was the fact that two of his players, star forward 
Conner TenHove and redshirt freshman Nick Mantis, are 
each from the area.
“It’ll be exciting. It’s home,” TenHove said. “I’ve been 
going to games there for years. It’s obviously gonna be 
tough but I think we’re more than capable of winning and 
competing and doing our best.”
Likely the most popular exhibition for Cedarville stu-
dents will come in the matchup against Ohio State. Many 
players and students alike cheer for Ohio State as their fa-
vorite college basketball team, so the opportunity to take on 
a hometown favorite and one of the best programs in the 
Midwest of the past 10 years is quite the draw.
Adam Standley, a Towel Gang member and native of 
Plain City, Ohio (30 minutes from Columbus) is one of 
many Cedarville players dreaming about the opportunity. 
Standley repeated over and over that the chance to play 
against his favorite team was surreal.
“Growing up watching pretty much every game and be-
ing a die-hard fan of them, it’s hard to put it into words of 
what it really means for me,” Standley said.
Quinton Green, who burst onto the scene last season as an 
explosive dunker and high-flyer, echoed Standley’s comments.
“I’ve always been an Ohio State fan, so the excitement 
is there,” Green said. “I gotta take off my Ohio State Buck-
eyes cap for that one. It’s a great opportunity to show what 
we’ve got.”
While playing against a childhood favorite team is 
exciting for many of the players, the fact remains that the 
Yellow Jackets will have their hands full with the Buckeyes. 
Seven players on the Buckeyes roster are listed at 6-foot-6 
or taller, including a center who stands 6-foot-10. Further, 
the sheer explosiveness the Buckeyes possess may prove 
unguardable at times for the Yellow Jackets.
It would be unwise for any Cedarville homer to expect 
the Yellow Jackets to leave with a win, but Estepp simply 
wants his team to compete. Even if things get out of hand, 
Estepp said it shouldn’t affect the Yellow Jackets’ demeanor 
heading into the regular season.
“I think I am a little concerned, but quickly that’ll 
wash,” Estepp said. “Moonlight Madness will be the next 
night. I just don’t want to get down 15-0 to start. We have 
enough shooters that if we can get shots to fall, we’ll hang 
around for a while.”
The experience as a whole is something Estepp said he 
thinks his players will love, but recruits will note it too, he 
said.
“For us, it helps in recruiting,” Estepp said. “We’ve got 
central Ohio kids we’re going after and when we’re playing 
Ohio State and Dayton, that’s a big deal to them.”
Tickets for the Valparaiso and Dayton games can be 
purchased through those team’s ticket offices. Tickets for 
the Ohio State game can be purchased through Cedarville’s 
online ticket website, cedarvilletickets.com.
Tim Miller is a senior Marketing major and Sports editor 
for Cedars. He enjoys having a baby face, knowing too 
much about health insurance, and striving to perfect the 
optimal combination of Dwight Schrute and Ron Swanson.
Photo by Carrie Bergan
Coach Pat Estepp landed three premier exhibitions for the 2019 preseason against Ohio State, Dayton and Valparaiso.
by Zach Krauss
During winter break of 2018, Sue Edwards brainstormed ways to positively impact the conversations 
about abortion. 
She developed an idea that is now 
known on campus and in pro-life commu-
nities across the country as the Message 
Dress. 
Edwards’ original creation was a dress 
covered in baby clothes. 
As the movement has spread, some be-
gan wearing an ordinary dress with an arti-
cle of baby clothing pinned to the back.
Edwards said she wanted something to 
bring light to the beauty of human life, rath-
er than bringing strife to the pro-life versus 
pro-choice conversation. 
She got the idea after hearing a presen-
tation on campus by the current Students 
for Life president at Cedarville, Nick Kallis, 
discussing abortion’s similarity to eugenics. 
Eugenics involves removing undesir-
able characteristics from the human popu-
lation.
It reminded her of her horror at abor-
tion and inspired her to make the dress to 
visually highlight what she sees as the beau-
ty of life. 
When she wore the dress to the 2019 
March for Life in January, she received pos-
itive feedback from both individuals and 
press representatives who were reporting 
on the march. 
The March for Life is an annual peace-
ful demonstration focused on bringing focus 
to the beauty of life and pushing for stricter 
abortion laws. 
The cascade of news stories and mar-
keting of the dress seemed to end after 
the weekend of the March for Life, and 
Edwards said she felt the inspiration was 
over. 
However, her resolve was sparked once 
again when New York state legalized full-
term abortions on Jan. 22, which was the 
same day her niece was born. 
She was moved yet again. 
This time, the Message Dress involved 
multiple women on Cedarville’s campus, 
photoshoots and a documentary. 
“The Message Dress really has been an 
awesome responsibility that I’ve been giv-
en,” Edwards said. “It really felt like God 
gave me this idea and told me ‘trust me and 
have a blast’ and that’s exactly what came 
of it.”
While Edwards has graduated and 
is moving to China to begin her career as 
an educator, she said she is excited to see 
where the Message Dress will go in the next 
year. 
She is excited about the group of peo-
ple left at Cedarville who are still passionate 
about the mission and want to see it grow 
into something even more involved than it 
has been. 
Natalia Kirychuk, a Cedarville alumna, 
was close friends with Edwards when they 
were both at Cedarville, and a part of that 
group. 
When Natalia heard about what Ed-
wards had been doing, she pitched the idea 
to her supervisor in the Public Relations De-
partment at Cedarville, where she worked. 
The story that Natalia wrote, which 
the PR department published, secured 
the Message Dress more coverage by news 
outlets such as the Christian Broadcasting 
Network.
“We were so excited to hear Sue’s brave 
and extraordinary idea to advocate for a 
cause were we all passionate about,” Kiry-
chuk said. 
When Edwards, Kirychuk and the rest 
of the team of students interested in the 
Message Dress tried to think of ways to bet-
ter spread the message, they began putting 
together a promotional documentary on the 
movement. 
Kirychuk said she was thrilled to be 
involved, especially considering the pas-
sion and vigor that Edwards had toward the 
project. 
“Being able to share some of the 
story for the documentary was such a spe-
cial opportunity, and I was very honored 
to be included,” Kirychuk said. “Working 
with someone as passionate and motivated 
as Sue is always special. I learned so much 
from her graceful way of standing up for 
what she believes in and her courage in do-
ing so.”
Anna Edwards, a senior Psychology 
major, first became involved with Students 
For Life at Cedarville during the March For 
Life during her first year at Cedarville. She 
is now a junior and org officer. 
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Students Dress to Express Beliefs on Abortion
The Message Dress movement hopes to shift the abortion conversation from hate to love 
Photos by Andra Polsdorfer and Tayana Fowler
Cedarville women join together in a movement to bring awareness to the unborn and the issue of abortion.
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She was asked to be involved with 
spreading the Message Dress vision after 
the March for Life in 2019, and she has been 
involved ever since.
Toward the end of the 2019 spring se-
mester, Anna said she was greatly encour-
aged by a young girl across the country who 
had made her own Message Dress in order 
to carry on the idea. 
“To me the Message Dress is just a 
beautiful depiction of life that makes peo-
ple rethink some of their views,” Anna said. 
“We need to be running off of love, and I 
think that’s the main thing that the Message 
Dress has instilled in me and in other people 
I know.” 
Zach Krauss is a senior Pharmacy/Music 
double major from central Texas and cam-
pus reporter for Cedars. He loves music, 
theatre, biology, community and meeting 
new people.
Cedarville students are speaking up for the unborn with handmade signs and onesie-adorned dresses.
Sue Edwards, the heart behind the Message 
Dress movement, models her first dress 
covered in baby clothes.
Sue Edwards displays a tiny pair of baby shoe.
September 201918
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
100 Students Attend Worship Camp
The CU summer camp prepares high-schoolers to be musicians
by Kristen Farley
Cedarville’s two-week Worship Camp hosted over 100 high school students this summer, making it one of the 
largest academic camps the university offers. 
In 2009, Dr. Roger O’Neel, assistant 
chair of Worship and associate professor of 
Worship, and Jim Cato, associate vice pres-
ident of Christian Ministries, founded the 
camps with the desire to see high school stu-
dents equipped to serve their local churches 
with excellence.
Cedarville hosts the student musicians 
for a week of intensive music and worship 
mentoring.
As faculty and Worship majors collabo-
rate to teach the camps, Cedarville students 
have been able to benefit alongside the high 
schoolers.
“I’ve been able to see local area bands 
that have been improved, and kids starting 
up worship ministries back at their home 
churches,” Dr. O’Neel said. “We’re not just 
helping ourselves, but we’re helping by 
serving the church at large.”
 When campers arrive, they are grouped 
into bands directed by Heartsong members. 
These university students help the campers 
prepare for the student-led praise concert at 
the end of the week. 
Mentoring the bands is a highlight for 
Heartsong vocalist Kristen Doyle. 
“It’s really cool to be able to hang out 
with students who love the Lord and to be 
able to talk about Jesus with them and to 
talk through the lyrics of our songs with 
them,” Doyle said. 
She remembered a time when a camper 
displayed his love for the Lord. 
“During a conversation, one of the guys 
in our group, a high school student, wrote a 
poem about the crucifixion and how Christ 
bore our sins on His body on the tree,” Doyle 
said. “It was so beautiful and spontaneous, 
and so worshipful.”
The five-day camp itinerary includes 
general sessions led by guest speakers, 
voice and instrumental masterclasses with 
worship faculty and staff and breakout ses-
sions that explore subjects like theology and 
audio technology. 
Whether campers are sent as a group 
by local churches or come as individuals, 
everyone receives the chance to improve as 
professional 
m u s i c i a n s 
at Worship 
Camp.     
S i n c e 
this academic 
camp is mod-
eled after 
the Worship 
major pro-
gram at the 
univers i ty , 
many camp-
ers return to 
C e d a r v i l l e 
as worship 
students and 
H e a r t s o n g 
members. 
For fac-
ulty mem-
bers like 
O’Neel, the real prize is not necessarily the 
enrollment rates, but the opportunity to see 
the spiritual development of students over 
the past decade. 
“It’s been a real joy to watch it grow 
and to see the students’ lives who are im-
pacted,” O’Neel said. “The biggest thing for 
me is, when we have essays of worship, to 
have incoming students come in saying ‘I 
went to Worship Camp and it changed my 
life’ or ‘I got saved at Worship Camp,’ or 
‘This is where I felt called to a ministry.’” 
Summer Worship Camps are available 
for musically inclined students, ages 14-18, 
who have an interest in developing their 
musical talents to serve as a member of a 
worship team. 
Additional information about future 
dates and registration details can be found 
at cedarville.edu.
Kristen Farley is a senior English major 
and an Arts and Entertainment writer for 
Cedars. She enjoys puppies, puns, people, 
and alliteration.
Photos by Scott Huck
Group photos of all those who participated in worship camp this last summer at Cedarville 
with the assistance of HeartSong members.
“It’s been a 
real joy to 
watch it grow 
and to see 
the students’ 
lives who are 
impacted.”
Dr. Roger 
O’Neel
Worship 
professor
by Lauren McGuire
During Stacey Stratton’s audition for graduate school, the professor who hired her asked if she would ever teach. She said no.
Now she’s Cedarville’s newest theatre professor.
Stratton graduated from Murray State University with 
a degree in speech communication and theatre and intend-
ed to become an actress. 
As a graduate student, she worked as an assistant for 
the same professor who interviewed her.
Apparently he still believed in her teaching ability, hav-
ing her teach in the speech and theatre departments. 
“He kinda threw me in feet first,” Stratton said. “I look 
back on that and I think it was really a God thing, because I 
don’t know that I would’ve considered that avenue as open-
ly as I did if I hadn’t had that experience.”
After completing graduate school, Stratton married 
and had kids. 
She decided that pursuing a part-time position teach-
ing would be the best option for her family so she could be 
available for them. 
However, she said that she met some opposition, not 
necessarily to herself, but to the idea of integrity in art. 
God started pushing her to look for a position teaching at a 
Christian liberal arts college. 
She started looking for a job when her son was a senior, 
and found an opening for a theatre professor on Cedarville’s 
website. 
“Cedarville is different in the sense that I don’t feel like 
I’m having to fight against administration to do things that 
are God glorifying or even to fight against students who 
might do things for different reasons or for political state-
ments,” Stratton said.
When she applied, the interview process went quickly, 
and the position lined up with the things that God had been 
laying on her heart for many years. 
At Cedarville, Stratton said she can devote time to 
equipping students to be artists who know what they be-
lieve and why they believe it and who don’t compromise 
their beliefs. 
She said she wants her students to learn how to speak 
about God in their work. 
“To be able to use the arts as a voice for God, I think 
right now, is the most beautiful thing about theater,” Strat-
ton said. 
Though Stratton is a professor, not a missionary, she 
said she and her family see their new home and life in Ce-
darville as a mission field. 
“When our kids were little,” Stratton said, “we tried 
to incorporate in our vacations something missional. 
That kind of planted the seed for missions in all of our 
hearts.”
Her son, Landon, said missions is his passion. This was 
stirred by the steps his parents took in his life when he was 
younger. 
One year, they decided to substitute Christmas pres-
ents with yearly missions trips. 
The first trip was to a children’s home in Anchorage, 
Florida, followed by others to Boston, Toronto and Jamaica.
This mission-focused attitude spreads into Stratton’s 
everyday life as a professor. 
She now teaches theater, acting and voice for the per-
former. Stratton is also directing the winter theater produc-
tion that will open on campus in late January. 
“I haven’t been [at Cedarville] very long, but God is 
constantly putting people just reaching out at just the right 
time,” Stratton said. “In very real ways, He is confirming 
where we need to be and this is the mission we need to be 
on right now.” 
She said she loves teaching because of the opportunity 
to see her students grow during the semester. 
She has fallen in love with the students and the oppor-
tunity to make a difference, especially  in Cedarville. 
“I don’t know where it will lead, but I’m excited to see 
Him work,” Stratton said. 
Lauren McGuire is a junior Professional Writing and 
Information Design major and a writer for Cedars. She 
loves birthday cake ice cream, watching “The Office” and 
late-night runs.
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Theatre Professor has a Missions Mindset
New professor Stacey Stratton believes God brought her to Cedarville
Photos by Lauren Jacobs 
Stacey Stratton, a new addition to the Cedarville theatre 
faculty, has a passion for the arts and the students involved. 
Stacey Stratton did not see herself as a teacher until she was 
encouraged by a professor in graduate school.
Kevin Lee, Ryan Ball, Andrew Ballentine and Eric Barnes (left to right) jam out with some fellow Cedarville University students at the community park pavilion. They formed the band Probation 
last spring semester when they made their debut in Stinger’s at one of the Thursday Night Live events. 
Photos by Carrie Bergan
A snapshot of the fireworks display at Cedarville’s community park on Sunday of Labor Day 
weekend.
The children scramble to pick up candy at the 
CedarFest parade.
A man and his dog ride the tractor down 
Main Street for the parade.
Ryan Cole, a College Now student at 
Cedarville University, rides a giant rubber 
duck out into the creek and releases all 
the tiny rubber ducks for the annual rubber 
ducky race.
Everyone in Cedarville is lined up on Main 
Street, excited for the parade to begin.
